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THE CENTENARY RECEPTION A ROYAL 
OCCASION 

• 

BY H. A. MEYER 

T many will perhaps regard as the climax of the Centenary 
celebrations was reached on December 9, when, at the Great 
Hall of Lincoln's Inn, 550 members and their guests attended 

a reception, at which H.M. the Queen and H.R.H. the Prince Philip had 
graciously announced their intention of being present. This proved 
to be a brilliant gathering, held in a worthy and appropriate setting, and 
luckily favoured by a clear dry night. 

The Club had been fortunate in obtaining the use of the Hall 
through the good offices of the Treasurer and Benchers of Lincoln's Inn, 
thus preserving an interesting, century-old link between the Inn and the 
Club, whose first Secretary, Hinchliff, had rooms in Stone Buildings, 
which were regularly used for the Club's early committee meetings, 
before it achieved suitable premises of its own. The fact that the Club's 
Jubilee Dinner in 1907 was held in this same Hall must also have 
revived many memories in the minds of some senior members; among 
those who attended both events we noted Geoffrey Winthrop Young, 
R. L. G. Irving, C. W. Nettleton and H. J. M. Pritchard . 

The neo-Tudor Hall built by Hardwicke in I 843- 5 managed for 
the occasion, with its fine fresco painted by Watts in 1865 and its general 
air of grave responsibility, to rival some of its historic prototypes; nor 
was this impressive setting a stranger to royal occasions for, on its com
pletion, the Great Hall had been opened by Queen Victoria and the 
Prince Consort. 

The members and their guests had begun to arrive in increasing 
cohorts soon after 7.15 p.m., each to be greeted personally at the en
trance to the Hall by our President, Sir John Hunt, and Lady Hunt. 
By 8. 3 o p .m., the hour when all had been asked to be in position, the 
Hall was filled, but not overcrowded, with a distinguished gathering, 
the solid n1urmur of whose doubtless alpine exchanges made one feel a 
little sorry for the gallant orchestra of the R.A.F., going through their 
unheard motions manfully in the musicians' gallery above the end of 
the Hall. 

Although the men almost without exception had complied with the 
order of ' full evening dress and decorations ', the normal monasticism 
of Alpine Club occasions was further relieved by the ladies, who, with 
an almost infinite variety of charming dresses, lent a most attractive 
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note of colour and gaiety to the assembly. . The time before the royal 
party was due to arrive thus passed quickly and pleasantly in locating 
old friends, meeting new ones, and exchanging reminiscences and 
experiences, stimulated by an apparently inexhaustible supply of that 
traditional and appropriate Swiss beverage, Bouvier. 

During this period of waiting for the climax of the evening the 
arrival of the royal party our President took the opportunity to brief 
us clearly and concisely concerning the arrangements and formalities 
about to take place. Realising, no doubt, that the acoustics of the Hall 
fell well short of its other attractions and that only a favoured few in the 
front ranks would, when the time came, be able to hear the actual words 
of his formal address, he suggested that a little applause at the appro
priate moments from those who were within earshot would act as a 
somewhat necessary guide to those less fortunately placed in the wide
open spaces at the back. It seems a pity that some press columnists 
should have seen fit to translate such a thoughtful and common-sense 
suggestion into the formal provision of an organised claque on the lines 
of invited audiences in broadcasting studios, and to feature it as such. 

The whole operation was in fact an admirable blend of the formal and 
informal, with the latter element well in the forefront, in spite of which 
the arrangements appeared to work with clockwork precision, even if 
there were one or two missed footholds, as when a rather important 
young lady could not be located at a very critical moment and had to be 
' paged ' the length and breadth of the Hall. 

When, a few minutes after 9 o'clock, the royal party arrived at the 
private entrance reserved for them, they were received on alighting 
from their cars by the Treasurer of Lincoln's Inn, Mr. Justice Roxburgh, 
our President, and the Honorary Secretary, Mr.}. H. Emlyn Jones. 

In attendance on the royal pair were: Mrs. John Dugdale, Lady-in
Waiting to Her Majesty, Lt.-Col. the Rt. Hon. Sir Michael Adeane, 
Her Majesty's Private Secretary, and Lt.-Cdr. Peter Camp bell, R.N .. 
in attendance on H .R.H. the Prince Philip. 

After the formal welcome at the entrance, the royal party were 
brought up the stairs to the Outer Vestibule, where Miss Sally Hunt 
offered Her Majesty a bouquet of alpine flowers. At this point Lady 
Roxburgh, Lady Hunt and Mrs. Emlyn }ones were presented to I-Ier 
Majesty and Prince Philip. The party then moved forward to the 
Inner Vestibuie, where the following presentations took place, the doors 
into the Hall still remaining closed: 

H.E. the Swiss Ambassador and Mme Daeniker 

Representing the Benchers of Lincoln's Inn and their ladies: 

Lord and Lady Evershed, 
Lord and Lady Morton of Henryton. 

/ 
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Representing the Alpine Club: 

Lord Chorley and the I1:on. Gillian Chorley, 
Count Aldo Bonacossa, 
Herr Alfred Zurcher, 
lVI r. and Mrs. H. N. F airfield, 
Wing-Cmdr. and Mrs. E. Bentley Beauman, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Trower. 

At the conclusion of these formalities the doors were thrown open by 
two liveried flunkeys, and the royal party entered the Hall. 

The Queen moved forward to the edge of the dais facing the assem
bled guests, with the Prince a little behind her, and stood while the 
National Anthem was played, wearing a lovely, full-skirted dress of 
cream and gold brocade, diamond tiara, necklace and ear-rings of 
diamonds, and the star and blue sash of the Order of the Garter. Her 
Majesty, vivid, smiling and relaxed, clasping the charming bouquet 
of edelweiss, deep blue trun1pet-gentians and other alpine flowers, 
made a radiant picture against the dark background of the panelling, 
which those fortunate enough to be present are unlikely ever to 
forget. 

Her Majesty, with the President as escort, and Prince Philip, escorted 
by the Honorary Secretary, then proceeded along the old-gold carpet 
down the whole length of the centre of the Hall, passing close between 
the crowded ranks of guests, to where at its further end the exhibition 
showcases had been arranged for their inspection. Further presenta
tions, of other Committee mernbers of the Club, took place before the 
showcases were reached. 

The showcases contained a small display of exhibits selected from the 
Centenary Exhibition, which had been on view at the Alpine Club 
premises throughout November, already described elsewhere in the 
JouRNAL. The display was as far as possible designed to stress royal 
associations with mountaineering; it included pictures by H.R.H. the 
Duchess of Gloucester on Mount Kenya, of His Late Majesty King 
Albert I of the Belgians on the Salbitschyn, the Duke of Connaught in 
the Alps in the 186o's, and also Col. Strutt's diary of the rescue of the 
Emperor and Empress of Austria in 1919. Another showcase contained 
Everest exhibits. During the visit to the showcases Her Majesty was 
attended by the Assistant Secretary, Mr. T. S. Blakeney, while Prince 
Phili p had Mr. C. Douglas Milner in attendance. 

Her Majesty and the Prince now parted company, the Queen pro
ceeding down the vvhole length of the east side of the Hall on her way 
back to the dais. During her progress a number of further presenta
tions were made, among which were noticed the American members of 
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the Club who were present and their ladies: 

Mr. and Mrs. John Case, 
Mr. and Mrs. Eaton Cromwell, and 
Mr. Terris Moore . 

. t\mong others presented at this stage were Professor and Mrs. G. I. 
Finch, Professor and Mrs. N. E. Odell and Sir Arnold Lunn. With all 
these Her Majesty remained some time in animated conversation. 

Meanwhile, His Royal Highness, after partaking of refreshment, was 
• 

engaged on a rather more informal traverse of the west side of the Hall, 
during which, among many others, the following were presented to him: 

Miss Una Cameron (President, the Ladies' Alpine Club), 
Mrs. Michael Roberts, L.A.C. (an alias disguising the more 

familiar Janet Adam Smith), 
Dr. and Frau Waiter Amstutz, 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Somervell, and 
Mr. and l\1rs. F. Spencer Chapman. 

Her l\1ajesty having returned to the dais well before the Prince's 
progress was completed, the opportunity was taken to make further 
presentations, among those honoured being: 

M. Bernard Pierre and Mme Pierre, 
Capt. and Mrs. M. E. Banks, 
Capt. and Mrs. Streather, and 
The Hon. Roger Chorley, happily well on the way to recovery 

from his severe illness contracted while climbing in the 
Himalaya. 

Reunited, Her Majesty and the Prince then took up their positions 
seated at a table on the dais in the north-west corner of the Hall while 
the President addressed them formally in the name of the Club. As 
many members, owing to the poor acoustics already referred to, will 

' 

have been unable to hear the President's speech, it is reproduced here 
in extenso. 

' May it please Your Majesty: 

' In the hundred years of mountaineering as a sport, which is also the 
span of our Club's history, there have been many memorable moments. 
Members of the Club have pioneered the exploration of many mountain 
ranges, and been among the first to climb many of the highest and 
hardest peaks in the world. 

' This evening we are here to pay tribute and set our seal on the 
further pursuit of adventure among the mountains. 

' I can say with complete conviction, on behalf of all members of the 
• 



84 THE CENTENARY RECEPTION A ROYAL OCCASION 

Alpine Club, that both our homage to the past and our resolve for the 
future are immeasurably enhanced by your presence among us tonight. 

' Your Majesty will have been aware that there are here tonight 
members of the Alpine Club ranging from the age of twenty-o~e to 
ninety, natives of a number of different countries; following many 
different professions, in many walks of life. But whatever our ages, our 
callings, or our countries of origin, we are united in thanking you for the 
honour you have done us, and in recognising this as a supreme moment 
in our history. 

' May it please Your Royal Highness : 

'We are immensely proud, sir, that your name stands at the head of 
our list of Honorary Members. We can understand your reluctance to 
indulge in our eccentric pastime, but we were greatly inspired by your 
patronage of two of our biggest exploits. 

' As a memento of your visit, Your Majesty, we beg you to accept this 
copy of our Centenary Journal, presented to you by our Editor, Mr. 
Keenlyside. In view of Your Royal Highness's interest in first ascents 
of notable peaks, we invite you, sir, to accept a history of the First 
Ascent, in 1786, of Mont Blanc, presented by its authors, Professor 
Graham Brown and Sir Gavin de Beer.' 

At the conclusion of his formal address, the President called on the 
Editor to present to Her Majesty the specially bound copy of the 
Centenary Journal ; Professor Graham Brown then presented Prince 
Philip with a specially bound copy of The First Ascent of Mont Blanc, 
which he and Sir Gavin de Beer had jointly written to mark the bicen
tenary of the birth of Paccard,. whose notebook, in the Club's possession, 
they had used extensively during the compilation of their work. 

These presentations concluded the formalities, but the royal couple, 
rejoined by the rest of the royal party, remained for some minutes in 
conversation with the authors, with members of the editorial staff of the 
JouRNAL and others on the dais. 

Finally, Her Majesty, having indicated that she was prepared to 
withdraw, was. asked to sign the Club's Visitors' Book. This she 
graciously consented to do, and the unaccountable reluctance of the 
Honorary Secretary's proffered pen to function doubtless overcome 
by the occasion led to a pleasant and absolutely unrehearsed link 
between two historic visits. The inkstand which Queen Victoria had 
presented at her opening of the Hall was brought into use, a more 
co-operative pen provided, and the same vessel thus assisted at another 
royal event after an interval of a hundred and twelve years. Prince 
Philip also signed the book. 
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Her Majesty then smiled her farewell to the assembly from the dais 
and the royal pair withdrew, accompanied by those in attendance on 
them; the President, the Honorary Secretary and the Treasurer of 
Lincoln's Inn escorting them from the door of the Hall, through the 
Vestibule and down the stairs to the royal car. As the car drove off, 
the R.A.F. band struck up the National Anthem in the gallery of the 
Hall and the formal sequences of a memorable royal occasion were 
concluded. 

And yet there had been singularly little formality about the evening for 
those of us in the body of the I-Iall enjoying ourselves with our friends 
and fellow-members that seemed to be the outstanding reaction of 
everyone to whom one spoke. Indeed, as to the formalities, obviously 
not everyone had been able to see or hear all of what was going on at the 
various points of the royal progress through the Hall or ultimately at 
the ceremonies on the dais. But there can have been very few who 
were not at one time or another in close proximity to one or other of the 
royal visitors, or both of them, as they moved from place to place, and 
who were not enchanted by the informal charm with which they walked 
and talked so intimately among us, obviously at their ease and, I think it 
may be said, obviously enjoying themselves. 

Apart from the radiant brilliance of Her Majesty and the infectious 
gaiety of His Royal Highness, each of us will have carried away his or 
her particularly clear-cut memories of the general occasion, on a less 
exalted plane. My own is a sharp and delightful reminder that this was 
a gathering of mountaineers. 

The flash-bulbs were popping on the dais during the final presenta
tions; only those in the front few rows or the exceptionally tall behind 
them could see much more than that. A small, slight, straight member, 
apparently aged about sixty-five, remarking that he was always too short 
to see anything on such occasions, moved over to a chair against the wall 
and in two easy movements perched himself, seated and perfectly 
balanced, on its narrow back. In reply to my admiring remark that we 
who were' getting on a bit' were not all so agile, he replied: ' How old 
are you, then, young man? I'm eighty-six.' 

After the departure of the royal party at about 10.15 p.m., the majority 
of us lingered on for some time in our groups, delightedly discussing 
our impressions of the good time we had all been having and extending 
it to the last possible moment. Many eventually broke up into parties 
spontaneously formed on the floor of the Hall and left to prolong the 
enjoyments of a vivid evening elsewhere at restaurant or night-club. 
As we left the Hall, our indefatigable President and his lady were still 
on duty near the door to say goodnight to each of us. 

Adjectives, I know, are out of favour; yet, it seems to me that they 
are justified in description of the Club's Centenary Reception, and the 
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first three which occur to my mind are historic, happy, and serene. 
And, as we left Lincoln's Inn at the end of an unforgettable evening, 
the thought must have been uppermost in the minds of every member 
and g~est that for its unruffled and highly enjoyable smoothness we 
owed to the officers of the Club and of the Inn responsible a tremendous 
debt of thanks for all the time and hard work they had devoted to the 
conception, organisation and execution of a truly memorable occasion. 
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CE~TENARY DINNER: SrR J. Hu~T, J. I-1. EMLYN ,.TON ES> 

YuKo lVIAI<I. 
LORD HAILSHAM \\I'ITH TENZ ING; l\lfO N ROE THOIUNGTON AND 

1-IENHY S. HALL BEHIND. 
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PHOFESSOR T. GRAHAM BROWN PRESENTING ' THE FIRST ASCENT OF MONT BLANC , TO 

H.R.H. PRINCE PHI LIP. 

H.M. THE QUEEN ACCEPTING COPY OF THE CENTENARY jOURNAL FROM THE EDITOR. 
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